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PROTECT MIGRATORY BIRDS. / 

- 
Good Effects of Present Statutes Sholrn 

by Increase of !Vild Fowl. 

. Pertags migratory birds will never’ again be se3n in such vast flocks 

as when the early settlers pushed their way westwsrd, br;-t specialists of 

tke Bureau of Biological Survey, U. S. Defiartment of Ag-iculture believe 
M-r- J 

their numbers are now increasing year by year. IQdespresd interest in 

their preservation,pronpted by American sportsmen who saw the birds would 

be exterminated by unchecked destruction, is thought well justified Than 

it is considered that the birds’ food and economic value amounts to many 

millions of dollars annually. Growth of sentiment for the conserva- 

tion of so valuable a resource by preventin,r: destruction, through spring 

shooting, of game birds and by other protec Live measures, !-as been not- 

able in the last half century, 

-- 
In 1900 only nine States had laws prohibiting all-spring shooting, 

while in 1918 there were thirty-one. Only three States now afford no 

legal protection, Uniform and adequate preservation Ivat first Given 

attention by the Federal Government in 19C4, when a bill was introduced 

in Congress, but failed to become law. The subject, however, was kept 

before Congress almost continuously until the enactment of the migratory 

bird law in’1913. 

This Federal statute merely conferred on the V. S. Department of 

Agriculture the power to fix closed seasons during which it would be un- 

lawful to capture or kill migratory birds. 
\ 

This law did not provide for 

effective enforcement) but lit exerted a wond’erf ul inf lusnce upon the pub- 

lit mind,and its passage laid tkm real foundation for more adequate pro- a 

tee tion. Fully 95 per cent of the’ sportsmen abidod by the regulations 
l 

^ establiskid under this law and refrained from shooting during tte closed 

seasons. 

Law’s $ood Effopt +?has. 
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Th5 result was almost instantsnobua, Vaterfowl snd otl%r migratory 

game birds not only showed at ontze a marked increase in numbers, but ,owing 
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to the cessation of siwing shootins, remained unmolested in ever increas- 

in< numbers Lo breed in places from which formerly t:‘ev ?ad bt,cn jr:vin 

every sFrin;i. by iilCi:sZ2flt gunnina. At the end of tile five years during 

w~c h this 121.~ 7as ir, operation, State $im:? cormisrioners 2 ad lecdiq 
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for full success, Federal offic.ials ,jcint ijut. Mu:h slready has Seen 

. done 3long this lirw. 'i'kc c ;>E: n * sr'ascns for .r?.l,j fee-1 in twenty-five 

states have been made to ccnforzl TV the Feder.?.l s~;s~cr%, and in r,iany other 

states game comissicners avid rportsnan have 3anifested a spirit cf coop- 

t;rstion in game ccnservation tbnt indicate;; 3. yneral sT?ur.timtint favoring 

uniformity in State and Federal laws. 
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